
HP-600 - 1 Theory of Science, Methodology and Research Ethics 

10 credits - Starts Autumn 2014 – Kristiansand 

Prerequisites 

Students need to satisfy the requirements for admission to a Norwegian research degree in 
humanities, education or social sciences.   
 
Recommended prerequisites 

Assessment will be based on students developing and reflecting on their own research 
proposal. Therefore, students must have at least a fairly developed outline of their own 
research proposal.  
 
Learning Outcome 
 
On achievement of credit, students will be able to: 
 

• Have demonstrated systematic understanding of the theory of science, including a 
range of approaches  to research in the humanities, education and social sciences 

• Participate in advanced discussions about this topic, and relate these discussions to 
their own specialisation and thesis work  

• Evaluate the application of some of the research paradigms in the humanities, 
education and social sciences, and relate these paradigms to their own specialisation 
and thesis work   

• Assess the application of a wide range of research methods used in the humanities, 
education and social sciences, and make informed choices of method in relation to 
their own specialisation and thesis work  

• Evaluate the quality of their own and others’ research in the humanities, education 
and social sciences  

• Identify relevant ethical guidelines, positions and issues in the humanities, education 
and social sciences 

• Carry out his/her research with scholarly integrity 
 
 
Contents 
 
The course will provide an advanced critical and pluralist introduction to theory, 
methodology and research ethics in the humanities, education and social sciences.  It will 
consider the characteristics and mutual relations of these disciplines, and also how these 
disciplines relate to other sciences. It will examine the relationships between ontology, 
epistemology and research methods, and introduce students to a range of qualitative and 
quantitative research methods, including fieldwork, observation, interviews, surveys, and 
analysis of texts and other artefacts. It will introduce approaches to the analysis of material 
culture and art, including social semiotics and hermeneutics. It will introduce students to 



current ethical guidelines and policies for research, and reflect on ethical principles in cross-
cultural research, contract research and impartiality. 

The course will focus on the nature of scientific research in the humanities, education and 
social sciences. How the general conception of scientific research relates to each discipline 
will be discussed. Furthermore, the course will deal with thesis formulation, methods and 
strategy, including the scientific bases of a research project in the humanities, education and 
social sciences. Training in basic statistical analysis, computer-aided qualitative data analysis, 
databases, and surveys will be offered, as appropriate to the student’s specialisation. The 
course will relate hermeneutics, qualitative and quantitative research methods to theory and 
to research ethics.  

The course combines a focus on research design with work on the synthesis and conclusion 
of the project. This implies viewing the project in the perspective of the history of science, 
connecting empirical material and theory, and combining different methods. It will also 
involve evaluating the project’s validity and generalisations and exploring the reach of the 
conclusions made.  

The course addresses the whole span of a research project, and each session integrates 
research philosophy, paradigms, methods, analysis and ethics.  

Forms of work (arbeidsformer) 
 
Teaching normally takes place at two workshops of three days. Teaching methods will 
include a combination of lectures, seminar discussions and presentation and discussion of 
papers.  
 
Examination requirement 
 
Participation in workshops is obligatory. Furthermore, before each workshop, each student 
will prepare a paper in which the focus of the course will be related to the student's own 
thesis project .The papers will be presented to the group. There is also a work requirement 
that every student comments on another student's paper on each session. The specific topics 
of these papers will be announced to the participants before workshops. Each paper should be 
about 1500 words. 
 
Examination 
 
Within a month after the last workshop, each student should submit a paper relating 
perspectives in the course to the student's thesis project. This paper should be between 6000 
and 8000 words. The specific topic of the paper will be announced to the participants at the 
end of the last workshop. Elements from the examination requirement papers can be included 
in the final examination paper. 
  
Offered as a single module 
Yes, subject to availability / capacity. 
 
Faculty 
Faculty of Humanities and Education 


